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A groundbreaking examination of a crucial concept in Islamic thought and tradition from an author

noted for her work on interfaith and intercultural dialogue Considering its prominent role in many

faith traditions, surprisingly little has been written about hospitality within the context of religion,

particularly Islam. In her new book, Mona Siddiqui, a well-known media commentator, makes the

first major contribution to the understanding of hospitality both within Islam and beyond. She

explores and compares teachings within the various Muslim traditions over the centuries, while also

drawing on materials as diverse as Islamic belles lettres, Christian reflections on almsgiving and

charity, and Islamic and Western feminist writings on gender issues. Applying a more theological

approach to the idea of mercy as a fundamental basis for human relationships, this book will appeal

to a wide audience, particularly readers interested in Islam, ethics, and religious studies.
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â€œA lucidly written work that straddles academic analysis and normative activism, and offers an

excellent overview of the how the idea of hospitality nourishes and inspires different facets of

Islamic thought and Muslim practice.â€•â€”Tehseen Thaver, THES (Tehseen Thaver THES

2015-11-12)â€œSiddiqui . . . explores the theological underpinnings of hospitality in Islamic

traditions in an accessible way.â€•â€”Christian Century (Christian Century)â€œProbably the

authorâ€™s most important literary contribution to dateâ€¦ an important and highly readable book

that is pertinent to Muslims and non-Muslims alike, especially at a time when increasing pressures

of life, work, finance and other factors are slowly but surely undermining our ability to be welcoming,



generous and hospitable.â€•â€”Muhammed Khan, Muslim News (Muhammed Khan Muslim News

2016-10-28) --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

Mona Siddiqui, OBE, is professor of Islamic and interreligious studies at the University of

Edinburgh&#39;s Divinity School.
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